
The language 
The applicant can choose between one of the three national 
languages: Dutch, French or German. If an asylum request 
has already been submitted before, the language must be the 
same. This obligation is valid the first 6 months following the 
denial of the asylum request.  
The additional information regarding the illness may also be in 
English. 
Medical support upon return 
If it is not expedient to initiate one of these procedures or if 
there is a negative reply to the request, one can apply for 
medical support organized by the services of IOM and Caritas 
in case of a decision to return autonomously. This support can 
be provided before, during or after the trip (further information 
can be found in the leaflet ‘Medical support when returning’). 
 

Extension and revocation of the legal residency 
 
When the authorization is granted, one receives a Proof of 
Registration in the Foreigners register (=CIRE/BIVR, white 
card or electronic A or B card), valid for at least 1 year. 
 
Extension of the legal residency  
When the period of validity of the residence card is nearly 
expired and the applicant still meets the conditions, an 
application for renewal of the CIRE/BIVR can be submitted to 
the municipality. This must be done between the 45th and the 
30th day before the expiration of the validity of the card. 
Revocation of the legal residency  
When the medical grounds which the CIRE/BIVR is based on 
are no longer applicable, the aliens office (OE/DVZ) can 
revoke this legal residency and issue an order to leave the 
territory (appendix 13). 
This revocation will only take place if the improvement of the 
physical condition is substantial and sustained. A temporary or 
limited improvement is not sufficient to revoke the legal 
residency. It is possible to lodge an appeal, as per the 
procedure described above. 
Permanent residence after 5 years of temporary residence 
5 years after the application, the applicant receives a 
permanent CIRE/BIVR. There are no medical conditions linked 
to this. The applicant must, however, apply for a renewal of 
this card between the 45th and the 30th day before the 
expiration of the validity of the card.  
 
 

Addresses 
 
Aliens office (Office des étranger ‘OE’ / Dienst 
Vreendelingenzaken (DVZ) 
Chaussé d’Anvers / Antwerpsesteenweg 59B, 1000 Bruxelles/ 
Brussel 
Fax. (Art. 9 ter) : 02 274 66 71 
-> The applications 9ter are best addressed to « Service des 
regularisations humanitaires/  Dienst Humanitaire 
Regularisaties – Section art. 9ter/ Sectie art. 9ter »  
-> For the applications for postponement of departure, the 
general address applies. 
 
Council for Foreigners Disputes (Conseil du contentieux 
des étrangers ‘CCE’/Raad voor 
Vreemdelingenbetwistingen ‘RVV’) 
 (Building Laurentide)  
(rue) Gaucheret (straat) 92-94, 1030 Bruxelles/Brussel 
tel. : 02 791.60.00 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Supported by the Flemish Community Commission and the Communal 

Community Commission   
 

Responsible Publisher.: vzw Medimmigrant,  
Gaucheretstraat 164, 1030 Brussel 

 
 
 
 

(Short) Residence  
for medical reasons 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact hours by phone : 

Monday : 10-13h 
Tuesday : 14-18h 
Friday : 10-13h  

Tel. 02/274 14 33/34 ▪ Fax 02/274 14 48 
E-mail: info@medimmigrant.be 

www.medimmigrant.be 
Postal Address :  

(rue) Gaucheret (straat) 164 ▪ 1030 Bruxelles/Brussel 
Fortis: 001-2389649-33 

 
March 2012 

(EN) 
 

 

The leaflets below are available in Dutch, French, 
English, Spanish, Russian, Portuguese, Mandarin… 
These leaflets, as well as other publications, can be 

downloaded for free on our website,  
 
 Medimmigrant – Introduction leaflet 
 Urgent Medical care for people without legal 

residency 
  Pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal care for women 

without legal residency 
  Health insurance for people without legal residency 

or with a revocable residency 
 (short) Residence for medical reasons 
  Mental health care for people without legal 

residency 
  A visa for medical reasons + pledge of financial 

support 
 What to do in case of a workplace accident if you 

were employed unofficially?  
 Medical support when returning – What is possible 

before, during and after the trip? 

Summary 



A short delay in departure : ≤ 3 months 
 
When a foreigner can’t leave Belgium due to a short illness or 
due to pregnancy, he/she can apply for a temporary extension 
of the legal residency. 
 

Procedure 
 
This application for delay in departure can be directed straight 
to the Aliens Office (OE/DVZ) by registered letter. 
It is also possible to submit an application to the municipality of 
residence, which will transfer the application to the aliens 
office.  
 
The application must include the following documents: 
 A copy of the passport (+ possibly the visa) 
 A copy of declaration of arrival (if available) 
 A copy of the legal residency in another Schengen country 

(if applicable) 
 A copy of the plane ticket if available 
 A medical certificate stating that the person concerned is 

unable to travel or that his/her required treatment is not 
available in his/her country of origin or country of previous 
legal residency. 

 Proof that previous medical costs have been paid and that 
new medical costs will be paid, e.g. by a health insurance, 
guarantor, etc. (information from the letter which the Aliens 
Office has sent to the municipalities on 26/01/2004). 

 
Decisions by the Aliens Office (OE/DVZ) 

 
When the aliens office allows this delay of departure, the 
person concerned obtains an extension of his/her temporary 
(whether expired or not) ‘residence document’ (e.g. declaration 
of arrival or warrant to leave the territory). When the person 
concerned does not have a residence document, the aliens 
office will issue a warrant to leave the territory with permission 
to extend this warrant’s date of departure. 
 

Appeal ? 
 
When the answer from the aliens office is negative, it is 
possible to lodge an annulment and suspension appeal 
against the order to leave the territory with the Council for 

Foreigners Disputes (CCE/RVV) (whether or not in case of dire 
need).  A summary procedure in the civil court is also possible. 
 

Authorisation to stay: > 3 months (art. 9ter)1 
 
The foreigner who suffers from ‘an illness which poses a real 
threat to his life or physical integrity or which implies a real risk 
of an inhuman or degrading treatment when there is no 
adequate treatment in his country of origin or residence’  can 
request authorization to stay.2 
 

Procedure 
 
This application is possible for both illegal and legal residents 
in Belgium and needs to directed to the aliens office (OE/DVZ) 
by registered letter. This application must mention the address 
of the actual place of residence in Belgium of the person 
concerned and, since 10 January 2011, the address of the 
chosen place of residence (i.e. the mailing address for all 
notifications). Attention: when this address is missing, all 
notification will be sent to the address of the aliens office. 
The following documents and information must be added as 
well: 
 A copy of an identity card or proof of identity of the person 

concerned. In order to find out which documents will be 
accepted, the law of 29/12/2010 with various stipulations 
(available on our website) can be consulted. 

 a standard medical certificate (the use of the certificate 
published in the Royal Decree of 24/01/2011 is mandatory 
since 29/01/2011) dated within three months upon 
submission of the application. This certificate is available 
on our website. 

 Useful information regarding availability and access to 
medical care in the country of origin or possible proof of 
the illness. 

 
Decision regarding admissibility of the file 

 
The aliens office can declare the application inadmissible if it 
considers that the disease ‘obviously’ does not meet the 
criteria of article 9ter. If the information above is included in the 

                                                 
1This procedure applies to applications which have been submitted after 1 
June 2007. 
2 Definition in accordance with art. 9ter of the Law on residence of 15 
December 1980. 

file and the disease does meet the criteria, the aliens office 
(OE/DVZ) will declare the application admissible and provide 
the person concerned with a Certificate of Matriculation, model 
A (=orange card). This Certificate of Matriculation will be 
extended until a decision on the principle has been taken. 
There is no specified term for the aliens office to take a 
decision. 
 
The application will be declared inadmissible when this 
information is missing; or when the same elements which were 
the basis for a previous regularization procedure or asylum 
procedure are invoked. After all, the aliens office wants to 
avoid random initiation of procedures by taking into account 
new facts only. Medical elements which have been invoked 
during the asylum procedure but have been rejected because 
they were not admissible as basis for the recognition as 
refugee or for subsidiary protection may be mentioned in a 9ter 
application if desired. 
 

Decision on the principle 
 
The civil servant-doctor of the aliens office (OE/DVZ) gives an 
advice to the person who treats the file, based on the medical 
condition of the person concerned and the accessibility of 
medical care in his/her country of origin. For that purpose he 
may examine the person concerned and/or consult a 
specialist. 
The specialist may invite the person concerned for an 
examination as well. When the person concerned does not 
accept the invitation of the civil servant-doctor or the specialist 
without a valid reason, the Certificate of Matriculation will be 
revoked. 
When the medical condition can be determined clearly base d 
on the file, the person concerned is usually not invited. 
 

Some remarks 
 
The appeal 
An appeal against a negative decision can be lodged with the 
Council of Foreigners Disputes (CCE/RVV) (both regarding the 
distribution of the Certificate of Matriculation and the decision 
on the principle) within 30 days. 
This appeal is not automatically suspensive, yet it is possible 
to ask the Council of Foreigners Disputes for a suspension. 


